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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 1-1-2, 4, 9-13, 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Browne et al. (International Publication Number WO 92/22983). 

In regard to claim 1 , Brown et al. discloses a large capacity, random access, 
multi-source audio and video recorder player which is capable of receiving a plurality of 
simultaneous input signals and which allows a user to view and/or record selected ones 
of the plurality of input signals. "The multi-source recorder player 1 00 preferably has 
multiple input connections, each of which may receive an input signal 101a-101f from 
air and ground based broadcast sources, cable feeds, or digital distribution sources" 
(Page 6). The claimed limitation of "a processor for receiving multiple types of 
information, the processor including an output port for selectively transmitting the 
information for recording, an input port for receiving user commands, and a presentation 
port for transmitting the information for presentation to a user" is met by the controller 
105 of Figure 1 . "Controller 1 05 is a microprocessor which preferably runs a user 
control program and allows a user to access and control the multi-source recorder 
player 1 00. The user control section, which is described in greater detail with respect to 
Figs. 2-1 1 , preferably acts similarly to the graphical interface provided by the Windows 



Application/Control Number: 09/801,958 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2614 

product sold by Microsoft, Inc. Selections are made via a remote control with a cursor 
positioning device such as a mouse or trackball" (Page 13). The claimed limitation of "a 
presentation device coupled to the presentation port of the processor for receiving the 
information and presenting the information to the user" is met by the two digital output 
1 1 2g and 1 1 2h of Figure 1 . "There are two digital output 1 1 2g and 1 1 2h. Output 1 1 2g 
may be used for sending decompressed digital data, for example, to a digital television 
receiver" (Page 16). The claimed limitation of "a command unit including a transmitter 
coupled to the input port of the processor for providing recording commands to the 
processor and input means for receiving the recording commands from the user" is met 
by aforementioned remote control. "Program viewing typically involves retrieving a 
program stored in the storage section 104 and/or viewing an incoming program from 
sources 101a-101h. The user of the multi-source recorder player 100 communicates 
with controller 105 in order to control the multi-source recorder player 100 and to 
retrieve data, stored as programs, in storage section 104" (Page 13). The claimed 
"storage device coupled to the output port of the processor for receiving the information 
to be recorded and for storing the information" is met by storage 104. The claimed 
limitation of "wherein the recording commands indicate to the processor that at least 
one selected type of information has been selected for storage by the storage device, 
and wherein, upon reception of a recording command from the user, the command 
transmits the recording command to the processor, in response to which the at least 
" one selected type of information is provided to the storage device, and wherein other 
non-selected types of information are not provided to the storage device for recording" 
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is met by that discussed above. The reference discloses that the user selects the 
program to be recorded; consequently, it is inherent that non-selected types of 
information are not provided to the storage device for recording. 

In regard to claim 2, the claimed limitation that "the presentation device is a 
television" is met by the two digital output 1 12g and 1 12h of Figure 1 . "There are two 
digital output 1 12g and 1 12h. Output 1 12g may be used for sending decompressed 
digital data, for example, to a digital television receiver" (Page 16). 

In regard to claim 4, it is noted that the examiner interprets the claim to be written 
in the alternative, such that the claim may be met by an "audio stream", a "video stream" 
or a "data stream". The reference discloses that audio and video streams are received 
by inputs 1 13. "Fig. 1 is a block diagram of a preferred embodiment of the multi-source 
recorder player 100 of the present invention. With the multi-source recorder player 100, 
a plurality of programs, consisting of audio and/or video signals, may be received 
simultaneously from a plurality of sources" (Page 5). 

In regard to claim 9, the claimed limitation of "the processor and the storage 
device are packaged as a stand-alone unit" is met by Figure 1. "Fig. 1 is a block 
diagram of a preferred embodiment of the multi-source reorder player 100 of the 
present invention. With the multi-source recorder player 100, a plurality of programs, 
consisting of audio and/or video signals, may be received simultaneously from a 
plurality of sources" (Page 5). 
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In regard to claim 10, Browne discloses that the system is used in conjunction 
with cable television broadcasting, satellite broadcasting, or ISDN, which are well known 
to be broadband communications systems. 

In regard to claim 11, Browne discloses that the system is used in conjunction 
with cable television broadcasting system, which inherently has a headend for 
generating multiple types of information and is a distribution system for delivering the 
information. 

In regard to claim 12, it is noted that the examiner interprets the claim to be 
written in the alternative, such that the claim may be met by an "an optical fiber 
network", "a coaxial cable network", "a hybrid fiber-coaxial (HFC) network", "a satellite 
system", "an off-air VHF/UHF network", or "a direct broadcast system". Brown discloses 
"a coaxial cable network", "a satellite system" and "an off-air VHF/UHF network". "The 
input demodulators 1 13a-1 13g demodulate signals from the following sources VHF TV 
broadcasting, UHF TV broadcasting, FM radio broadcasting, AM radio broadcasting, 
cable television, satellite broadcasting, ISDN or other digital distribution sources and a 
VCR or audio recorder. Moreover, of the plurality of input demodulators 1 13a-1 13g, 
more than one may preferably receive the same type of signal. Thus, for example, a 
plurality of cable television input signals may be received simultaneously by the multi- 
source recorder player 100" (Page 9). 

In regard to claim 13, Brown et al. discloses a large capacity, random access, 
multi-source audio and video recorder player which is capable of receiving a plurality of 
simultaneous input signals and which allows a user to view and/or record selected ones 
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of the plurality of input signals. "The multi-source recorder player 1 00 preferably has 
multiple input connections, each of which may receive an input signal 101a-101f from 
air and ground based broadcast sources, cable feeds, or digital distribution sources" 
(Page 6). Browne discloses that the system is used in conjunction with cable television 
broadcasting system, which inherently has a headend for generating multiple types of 
information and is a distribution system for delivering the information. Input 101g and 
input demodulator 1 13g meets the limitation of a demodulator for demultiplexing the 
incoming stream. The D/A converter 110 meets the limitation of a decoder for decoding 
and providing the stream to the presentation device. The D/A converters are coupled 
indirectly to both the demodulator and the controller. The claimed limitation of "a 
processor coupled to the demodulator for receiving a portion of the transport stream, the 
processor including an output port for selectively transmitting the portion of the transport 
stream for recording, an input port for receiving user commands, and a presentation 
port for transmitting the portion of the information for presentation to a user" is met by 
the controller 105 of Figure 1 . "Controller 1 05 is a microprocessor which preferably runs 
a user control program and allows a user to access and control the multi-source 
recorder player 100. The user control section, which is described in greater detail with 
respect to Figs. 2-1 1 , preferably acts similarly to the graphical interface provided by the 
Windows product sold by Microsoft, Inc. Selections are made via a remote control with 
a cursor positioning device such as a mouse or trackball" (Page 13). The claimed 
limitation of "a presentation device coupled to the decoder for receiving the at least one 
of the streams and presenting the streams to the user" is met by the two digital output 
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1 12g and 1 12h of Figure 1 . "There are two digital output 1 12g and 1 12h. Output 1 12g 
may be used for sending decompressed digital data, for example, to a digital television 
receiver" (Page 16). The claimed limitation of "a command unit including a transmitter 
coupled to the input port of the processor for providing recording commands to the 
processor and input means for receiving the recording commands from the user" is met 
by aforementioned remote control. "Program viewing typically involves retrieving a 
program stored in the storage section 104 and/or viewing an incoming program from 
sources 101a-101h. The user of the multi-source recorder player 100 communicates 
with controller 105 in order to control the multi-source recorder player 100 and to 
retrieve data, stored as programs, in storage section 104" (Page 13). The claimed "a 
storage device coupled to the output port of the processor for receiving the portion of 
the transport stream to be recorded and for storing the portion of the transport stream a 
storage device coupled to the output port of the processor for receiving the portion of 
the transport stream to be recorded and for storing the portion of the transport stream" 
is met by storage 104. The claimed limitation of "wherein the recording commands 
indicate to the processor that at least one of the selected streams has been selected for 
storage by the storage device, and wherein, upon reception of a recording command 
from the user, the command unit transmits the recording command to the processor, in 
response to which the at least one of the selected streams is provided to the storage 
device, and wherein other non-selected streams are not provided to the storage device 
for recording." is met by that discussed above. The reference discloses that the user _ . 
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selects the program to be recorded; consequently, it is inherent that non-selected types 
of information are not provided to the storage device for recording. 

In regard to claim 17, it is noted that the examiner interprets the claim to be 
written in the alternative, such that the claim may be met by an "an optical fiber 
network", "a coaxial cable network", "a hybrid fiber-coaxial (HFC) network", "a satellite 
system", "an off-air VHF/UHF network", or "a direct broadcast system". Brown discloses 
"a coaxial cable network", "a satellite system" and "an off-air VHF/UHF network". "The 
input demodulators 1 13a-1 13g demodulate signals from the following sources VHF TV 
broadcasting, UHF TV broadcasting, FM radio broadcasting, AM radio broadcasting, 
cable television, satellite broadcasting, ISDN or other digital distribution sources and a 
VCR or audio recorder. Moreover, of the plurality of input demodulators 1 13a-1 13g, 
more than one may preferably receive the same type of signal. Thus, for example, a 
plurality of cable television input signals may be received simultaneously by the multi- 
source recorder player 100" (Page 9). 

Claims 18-20 are met by that discussed above for claims 13 and 17 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
- - Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 3, 5-8 and 14-16 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Browne et al. 

In regard to claim 3, the reference discloses a remote, control for providing for 
providing recording command from the user. The reference fails to explicitly disclose 
that the remote control is an infrared remote control. The Examiner takes Official Notice 
that it is notoriously well known in that art to have a remote control that is an infrared 
remote control so as to prove a convenient and flexible way of conveying user 
command to a system. Consequently, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to implement Browne with a remote control for the stated advantage. 

In regard to claim 5, Browne discloses recording compressed digital signals. The 
reference fails to explicitly disclose that the compressed digital signals are MPEG 
transport streams. The Examiner takes Official Notice that it is notoriously well known in 
that art to compressed digital signals that are MPEG transport streams so as to provide 
interoperability. Consequently, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to implement Browne with compressed digital signals that are MPEG transport 
streams for the stated advantage. 

In regard to claim 6, input 101 g and input demodulator 1 1 3g meets the limitation 
of a demodulator for demultiplexing the incoming stream. The D/A converter 110 meets 
the limitation of a decoder for decoding and providing the stream to the presentation 
device. The reference fails to explicitly disclose that the compressed digital signals are 
MPEG transport streams. The Examiner takes Official Notice that it is notoriously well 
known in that art to compressed digital signals that are MPEG transport streams so as 
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to provide interoperability. Consequently, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to implement Browne with compressed digital signals that are MPEG 
transport streams for the stated advantage. 

In regard to claims 7 and 8, Browne discloses providing a menu to the user that 
is indicative to the available stream where the user can choose at least on of the 
streams for recording as can be seen in Figure 6. As to the limitation of the transport 
streams including packet identifiers, packet identifiers are inherent to the MPEG 
specification. 

In regard to claim 14, Browne discloses recording compressed digital signals. 
The reference fails to explicitly disclose that the compressed digital signals are MPEG 
transport streams. The Examiner takes Official Notice that it is notoriously well known in 
that art to compressed digital signals that are MPEG transport streams so as to provide 
interoperability. Consequently, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to implement Browne with compressed digital signals that are MPEG transport 
streams for the stated advantage. 

In regard to claims 15 and 16, Browne discloses providing a menu to the user 
that is indicative to the available stream where the user can choose at least on of the 
streams for recording as can be seen in Figure 6. As to the limitation of the transport 
streams including packet identifiers, packet identifiers are inherent to the MPEG 
specification. 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure as follows: 

• Rodriguez et al. (US Pat No 6,760,918) discloses a method and apparatus for 
recording media content distribution. 

• Look et al. (US Pat No 6,757,906) discloses a television viewer interface system. 

• Knudson et al. (US Pat No 6,275,648) discloses a program guide system for 
recording television programs. 

• Ellis et al. (US Pat App Pub No 2002/0174430) discloses a system and method 
for IPGs with personal video recording features. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Manning whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7352. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 9:00 - 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

JM 

April 4, 2005 
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